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TO  THE  FESTINIOG  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  CH..URMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  December  193S. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  the  Mid-year  ig3<S 
population  is  S404,  a decrease  of  108  as  compared  with  1937. 

All  the  rates  and  calculations  of  this  Report  are  based,  unless 
otherwise  stated,  on  the  estimated  figure  of  8494.  The  estimated 
population  has  decreased  564  since  1931. 

The  General  Death  Rate  for  1938  is  16.13  as  compared  with 
21.16  in  1937. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1938  is  13.42,  as  compared  with  14.07  in 

1937- 

I beg  to  thank  J.  Lloyd  Humphreys,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Oakeley 
Quarries,  and  E.  L.  Evans,  Esq.,  Council’s  Surveyor,  for  supplying 
me  with  Rainfall  Records  for  the  year. 

I have  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  done 
by  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  W.  MORRIS. 


STATISTICS  AND.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Registrar  ('leneral’s  estimate  of  resident  popalation  ..  8,494 

Number  of  inhabited  liouscs  (end  of  1938)  according  to 

Rate  Books  . r . . . . . . 2,429 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . £23,679 

Net  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . . £89-5-11 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  chief  industries  of  the  district  are  Slate  and  Granite 
Quarrying,  which  is  extremely  strenuous  work. 

A large  percentag.'  of  Quarrymen  work  underground,  some 
down  to  700  feet,  and  t le  rest  work  in  Mills  on  the  surface,  where 
there  is  a great  deal  of  dust  created  from  sawing  and  dressing  the 
slate. 

Slate  Quarring  in  the  district  is  responsible  for  the  prevalence 
of  Pulmonary  diseases  and  Riieumatism. 

The  climate  of  the  district  is  cold  and  wet,  the  average  rainfall 
for  1938  being  85.62  inches. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1938 


Live  Births — Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Still  Births  -Total 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Deaths  —Total 


M 

62 

57 

5 

4 

4 


F 

52 

48 

4 

7 

6 


Birth  rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident  popula- 
tion   1342 


Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and 

still)  births 88.00 

66  70  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  popula- 
tion   16.13 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  Short  List)  ; — 


Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  i Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

Other  puerperal  causes. . i and  still  ) births  16.0 


Total  2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  43.86 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ..  38.09 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . iii.i 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 18 

Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ..  ..Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . . . . Nil 
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Total  M F 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  T year  of  age  . . . . i 4 

Legitimate  . . . . . . . . i 3 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . . . I 

There  were  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sickness  or 
invalidity  during  the  year. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (R.G.)  RETURNS 


M 

F 

Influenza 

7 

4 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

b 

4 

Other  Tuberculosis  . . 

I 

G.P.I.  Tabes,  etc. 

I 

Cancer 

5 

13 

Diabetes 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4 

5 

Heart  Disease 

15 

14 

Other  Circulary  Diseases 

4 

5 

Bronchitis 

I 

Pneumonia(all  forms) 

7 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

I 

Peptic  Ulcer 

I 

I 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

I 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . . 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

I 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

I 

Congenital  Debility  , Premature  Birth,  etc. 

I 

0 

0 

Other  violence 

4 

4 

Other  defined  diseases 

7 

7 

111  defined  or  Not  known 

I 

Total  (all  causes) 

67 

70 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  1938 

151 

General  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1938 

11.6 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

Medical. — One  part  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sanitary. — There  are  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  they  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  an  Inspector  between  them.  One  is  acting 
part  time  in  another  department. 

They  both  hold  the  necessary  qualification  for  the  position.  Mr. 
George  Davies,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  holds  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisance’s  Certificate  and  the  Practical  Sanitary  Science  Certif- 
icate of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  is  a Member  of  the 
Institute  (m.r.san.i.)  He  holds  the  Certificate  in  Sanitary  Know- 
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ledge  of  tlie  School  of  Hygiene,  University  of  Liverpool,  and  the 
Certificate  in  Sanitary  Engineering  of  the  Institution  of  Sanitary- 
Engineers  and  is  an  Associate  Member  of  the  Institution  (a.m.i.s.e.) 

Mr.  Robert  John  Owen,  the  District  Inspector,  holds  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Nuisance’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Inst  itute. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Local  Authority  has  an  arrangement  with  Evans’  Research 
Laboratory,  Runcorn,  for  the  examination  of  swabs  from  all  sus- 
pected ca.ses  of  Diphtheria. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

{a)  Infectoius  Cases.  - There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  area, 
so  there  are  no  ambulance  facilities  for  Infectious  cases. 

All  infectious  cases  are  treated  in  their  homes. 

{b)  Non  Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — A Motor  Ambulance 
Car  is  available  at  the  Memorial  Hospital. 

(c)  Maternity  Patients. — Conveyed  in  . the  Hospital  Motor 
Ambulance  when  necessary. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Festiniog  Nursing  Association  Employs  Three  State  regis- 
tered Nurses  who  are  also  qualified  Midwives.  One  of  these  Nurses 
is  in  charge  of  Festiniog  Village. 

No  Nurse  available  for  Infectious  diseases. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  fortnightly  at  the  Garregddu 
Chapel  Vestry  (in  the  centre  of  the  Town)  at  2 p.m.  The  accom- 
modation is  all  that  could  be  desired. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Cases 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  arranged  a series  of 
these  Clinics  which  arc  held  periodically  by  Mr.  J.  Gardiner  Wigley 
F.R.C.S.,  Chester.  It  would  be  a great  advantage  to  the  area  if 
these  clinics  were  held  oftener. 

Mental  Clinics 

Dr.  h'rank*  Jones,  Superintendent  of  the  North  Wales  Mental 
Hospital,  Denbigh,  is  holding  the  above  Clinics  at  the  Medical 
Department,  County  Offices,  Dolgelley,  once  a month,  where  suit- 
able ca.ses  can  bc'  sent  to  him. 

Orthopaedic  Clinics 

Held  fortnightly  at  the  Central  Hall,  New  Road.  The  clinic  is 
visited  regularly  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

School  Clinics 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  arranges  these  clinics,  and 
I should  like  to  express  mv  appreciation  of  the  thorough  and 
efficient  manner  this  work  is  carried  out. 


Tuberculosis  Clinics 

This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  King  Edward 
VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Physician  attends  the  Clinic  at  Wynne 
Road,  on  the  ist  and  3rd  Thursday  in  the  month,  also  on  the  2nd 
and  4th  Fridays  at  ii  a.m. 

The  Clinic  has  an  excellent  X-Ray  plant  and  is  available  for 
ALL  CHEST  conditions  whether  tubercle  or  not. 

The  Doctor  also  attends  at  Llan  Festiniog  twice  monthly  (by 
appointment). 

I desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  done 
by  Dr.  Jackson  at  the  Memorial  Clinics. 

Treatment  Centre  of  Venereal  Diseases 

This  Centre  is  held  at  the  C.  and  A.  Infirmary,  Bangor,  on 
Thursdays  2 — 5 p.m.  for  Male  Patients,  and  Fridays  2 —5  p.m.  for 
Female  Patients. 

The  Centre  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council,  and  the 
County  M.O.H.  arranges  for  blood  tests  (Wasserman  Reaction). 

Hospitals 

There  is  one  Hospital  in  the  District.  The  Festiniog  and  District 
Memorial  Hospital., — situated  in  the  Centre  of  the  Town,  over- 
looking Cwmbowydd  Valley. 

It  is  a Cottage  Hospital  for  general  and  Medical  cases.  It  has  ly 
beds,  and  is  available  for  persons  residing  in  the  following  parishes  : 
Dolwyddelen,  Penmachno,  Festiniog,  Maentwrog,  Trawsfynydd, 
Llanfrothen,  Penrhyndeudraeth,  Talsarnau,  Harlech,  Llanfair  and 
Llanbedr. 

The  Festiniog  U.D.  Council  has  a representative  on  the  Commit- 
tee of  Management. 

The  Hospital  is  very  well  equipped  for  any  major  operation  and 
possesses  an  operating  Theatre.  A new  X-Ray  plant  has  bei>n 
installed,  with  all  the  latest  electro-medical  equipment. 

The  Hospital  is  doing  Splendid  Work. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

No  new  sources  of  water  supply  were  added  during  the  year,  and  the 
only  extensions  of  Mains  were  those  in  connection  with  the  Housing 
Schemes  of  Fronfawr.  Here  the  existing  4 in.  cast  iron  Main  was 
extended  and  enlarged  in  order  to  provide  water  for  the  additional 
houses  built.  The  Main  was  extended  for  a distance  of  1S5  feet 
with  6 in.  cast  iron  pipes.  A 3 in.  cast  iron  branch  main  was  laid 
in  road  at  back  of  Nos.  32  to  38  Fronfawr,  for  a distance  of  <)b  ft. 
and  two  3 in.  cast  iron  valv^es  fixed  in  same.  Separate  stop-cocks 
and  i in.  galvanised  connections  were  y)rovidcd  for  each  house  built. 
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During  the  year  a Road  Improvement  was  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  on  the  main  road  between  Tanybwlch  houses  and 
the  Old  Baltic  Hotel,  Rhiwbryfdir.  The  surface  of  the  road  was 
lowered  and  it  was  necessary  to  lower  the  4 in.  cast  iron  Water 
Main  in  the  road.  About  120  yards  of  the  existing  Main  were 
taken  up  and  relaid  at  a sufficient  depth,  and  new  water  connec- 
tions were  provided  for  Cambrian  Terrace  and  Bronygors  houses. 

In  order  to  improve  the  water  supply  of  Baron  Road,  and  to 
provide  water  for  the  two  additional  houses  being  built  there,  the 
existing  main  was  replaced  and  increased.  The  new  Main  was 
connected  to  the  4 in.  cast  iron  Main  in  Wynne  Road  and  carried 
along  Baron  Road  and  extended  along  the  back  road  of  the  houses. 
237  ft.  of  in.  galvanised  pipes,  and  172  ft.  of  in.  galvanised 
pipes  were  used  in  the  work,  and  separate  connections  provided  to 
each  house. 

The  existing  | in.  galvanised  Main  supplying  Nos.  i to  6 Upper 
Wynne  Road  was  found  to  be  insufficient  and  a new  Main  was 
constructed  consisting  of  52  ft.  in.  galvanised  pipes,  and  66  ft. 
of  in.  galvanised  pipes,  and  connected  to  the  2 in.  cast  iron 
main  at  back  of  Oxford  Street.  The  house  connections  were 
renewed. 

The  existing  water  main  at  Maenofferen  supplying  Fair  View, 
Huanfa,  Brynmaen  and  Bryn  Eura,  Wynne  Road,  and  20  to  33 
Maenofferen,  was  found  to  be  defective  owing  to  age  of  pipes.  It 
was  replaced  by  224  ft.  of  li  in.  galvanised  pipes  and  separate 
connections  were  provided  for  each  house. 

Complaints  of  shortage  of  water  at  the  houses  known  as  Uwch- 
law’r-ffynnon  were  received.  The  existing  supply  was  obtained 
from  a main  in  front  and  the  services  were  laid  under  the  houses. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  relaying  the  service  pipe  under 
the  houses  a new  galvanised  main  was  constructed  from  the  2 in. 
cast  iron  main  and  carried  up  the  side  road  between  Brynffynnon 
and  Peniel  Terrace,  and  extended  along  the  back  road  to  back  of 
Uwchlaw’rffynnon.  200  ft.  of  ij  in.  galvanised  pipes  were  laid 
together  with  separate  connections. 

Complaints  of  insufficient  water  were  received  from  119  to  127 
Manod  Road.  The  houses  are  built  on  a steep  slope  with  no  back 
road.  They  were  supplied  with  services  laid  under  the  houses, and 
connected  to  the  water  main  laid  in  the  main  road  at  front.  The 
closets  were  supplied  by  a separate  | in.  galvanised  main  laid 
through  the  gardens  and  connected  to  the  cast  iron  main  in  Caeclyd 
Road.  In  order  to  abolish  separate  connections  from  the  main 
road  and  the  services  laid  under  the  houses,  a new  li  in.  galvanised, 
iron  main  was  connected  to  the  main  in  front  and  carried  up  the 
path  at  the  end  of  119  Manod  Road,  and  extended  through  the 
gardens  at  back  to  127  Manod  Road.  144  ft.  of  ij  in.  galvanised 


pipes  were  used  in  the  work,  and  separate  connections  provided 
for  each  house. 

Owing  to  complaints  of  insufficient  water  in  the  closets  of  Nos. 
1S9  and  193  Manod  Road,  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  an 
improvement.  The  e.xisting  branch  main  is  connected  to  the  cast 
ii'on  main  in  the  main  road,  and  carried  through  the  side  road 
between  the  old  unoccupied  houses  and  No.  205  Manod  Road  and 
extended  along  the  back  road  to  the  houses.  In  order  to 
improve  the  supply,  a new  connection  was  made  to  the  8 ins.  cast 
iron  main  at  front  of  No.  189  Manod  Road  and  laid  to  the  garden 
attached  to  the  house  and  extended  along  the  back  of  houses. 
1S5  ft.  of  I in.  galvanised  pipes  were  used  in  the  work  and  separate 
connections  w^ere  provided  for  each  house. 

The  water  supply  of  the  district  which  is  obtained  from  Mor- 
wynion  Lake  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity.  A sample  of  water  taken  in  December  1938  was  sent 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  to  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons,  Lesher  and  Webb,  Ltd.,  to  their  Biological  Institute,  Run- 
corn. The  sample  was  taken  from  a tap  in  old  Duffws 
Station,  and  should  be  a fair  sample  of  the  town’s  water  supply. 
The  last  sentence  in  the  Analyst’s  Report  states  that  “ the  bacter- 
iological e.xamination  is  satisfactory  and  this  water  can  be  consid- 
ered suitable  for  human  consumption.” 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 

The  sewers  at  Fronfawr  Housing  Site  were  extended  during  the 
year  to  provide  for  the  additional  houses  built  during  1938.  The 
9 in.  main  sewer  which  is  laid  in  the  approach  road  from  Jones 
Street  was  extended,  and  a 6 in.  branch  sewer  was  laid  at  back  of 
Nos.  32  to  38  Fronfawr.  Some  of  the  excavation  here  was  in  solid 
rock.  The  house  drains  of  the  12  new  houses  were  also  constructed. 

The  work  of  further  extending  the  18  in.  main  sewer  from  the 
manhole  in  School  Field,  Tanygrisiau,  to  Factory  Bridge,  was 
commenced  during  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  Owing  to  the  sewer 
having  to  pass  alongside  the  river  and  partly  through  the  river  and 
below  the  river  bed,  considerable  difficulties  had  to  be  overcome, 
and  the  work  was  still  in  hand  at  the  end  of  1938. 

Serious  complaints  had  for  some  time  been  received  of  serious 
flooding  of  the  road  and  some  of  the  houses  in  Glanrafon  I'errace, 
at  the  lowest  part  of  Tanygrisiau.  This  was  due  to  the  outfall 
from  old  sewer  being  lower  than  the  river  during  floods,  and  the 
sewer  being  unevenly  laid  and  with  insufficient  fall.  The  work 
of  extending  the  sewer  to  Pencefn,  and  the  relaying  of  the  sewer 
between  the  old  outfall  into  the  river  and  Brynmair  was  carried 
out  in  1937.  To  complete  this  portion  to  Glanrafon  and  do  away 
with  the  cause  of  complaint  the  sewer  was  relaid  and  lowered 
between  Br}’n  Mair  and  Glanrafon  Terrace. 
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Complaints  were  received  that  the  sewer  receiving  the  drainage 
of  Utica  House,  and  Nos.  i to  3 Penybryn,  Tanygrisiau,  was 
defective.  The  sewer  is  laid  in  the  passage  which  gives  access  to 
the  back  of  the  houses  and  which  is  situated  between  Utica  House 
and  No.  3 Penybryn.  On  examination  the  sewer  was  found  to  be 
of  9 in.  pipes  unevenly  laid  and  some  of  the  joints  defective.  It 
was  relaid  through  the  passage  with  an  even  fall,  and  the  existing 
manhole  receiving  the  drainage  of  Nos.  i to  3 Penybryn  was  lower- 
ed and  the  branch  main  drain  reconstructed.  A new  manhole  was 
constructed  in  the  passage  near  the  entrance  to  the  main  road. 

House  drains  were  constructed  to  the  new  houses  erected  and 
some  existing  house  drains  were  reconstructed  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

No  special  action  was  taken  during  the  year  apart  from  cleaning 
certain  parts  of  the  rivers  near  habitable  dwellings  when  found 
necessary. 

Closet  Accommodation 

The  pail  closet  of  Gorffwysfa,  Tanygrisiau,  was  converted  into  a 
water  closet  during  the  year.  The  pail  closets  of  Old  Talwaenydd 
were  abolished  owing  to  the  houses  having  been  demolished. 

The  number  of  pail  closets  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  64. 

Fifty-four  new  water  closets  were  constructed  during  the  year 
including  38  for  the  new  Council  houses  at  Fronfawr,  and  10  water 
closets  were  abolished  at  Dolgarregddu  owing  to  the  demolition  of 
the  houses. 

The  number  of  water  closets  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 

2388. 

Public  Cleansing 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  method  of  collection  and  dis- 
posal of  house  refuse  in  the  district  during  the  year.  The  removal 
of  refuse  is  carried  out  weekly  in  practical!}'  the  whole  of  the 
district,  and  some  parts  of  Tanygrisiau  are  done  twice  weekly. 
The  work  is  done  bj^  direct  labour  except  the  Llan  disitrict  which  is 
done  by  contract. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Total  number  of  formal  notices  issued  . . . . . . lo 

Number  complied  with  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

Total  number  of  informal  notices  issued  . . . . 254 

Number  complied  with  ..  ..  ..  ..  216 

Total  number  of  New  Houses  completed — 

(a)  by  Local  Sanitary  Authority  . . . . . . 38 

(b)  by  private  enterprise  . . . . . . . . 8 

Number  of  plans  new  Houses,  buildings  ..  ..  30 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . ' 22 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  . . . . . . . . 3 

Visits  to  Cowsheds  . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  . . . . . . . . 5 

Visits  to  milk  shops  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  . . . . . . . . — 

Visits  to  Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Visits  to  slaughter  houses  . . . . . . . . 68 

Number  of  notices  re  defects  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 

Notices  re  removal  of  ashes  . . . . . . . . 20 

Notices  re  removal  of  manure. . ..  ..  ..  4 

Notices  re  defective  drains  . . . . . . . . 31 

Number  of  visits  to  cases  of  infectious  diseases  . . . . 24 

Number  of  houses  disinfected.  . ..  ..  ..  29 

Notices  of  defective  water  fittings  . . . . . . 84 

Number  of  pail  closets  converted  into  W.C.  . . . . i 

Number  of  New  water  closets  erected  . . . . . . 54 

Total  number  of  Water  closets  . . . . . . 2388 

Pail  Closets  . . . . . . . . . , 64 

Privies  or  other  closets . . " ..  ..  135 

Number  of  closets  serving  more  than  one  house  . . . . 13 

Milk  Samples  taken  for  Ministry  of  Health  . . . . — 

For  County  Council  . . . . . . . . 20 

For  Local  Sanitary  Authority  . . . . . . — 

Shops  and  Offices. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  remarks  in  last  year’s  Report  apply  to  this  year  also. 

Camping  Sites 

There  were  no  sites  used  for  Camping  purposes  in  the  district 
during  1938,  and  the  question  of  issuing  licences,  etc.,  did  therefore 
not  arise. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

1.  — No  Council  or  other  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during 
the  year. 

2.  — The  methods  emplo3^ed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed 
bugs  when  cases  are  discovered  are — Removal  of  Wallpaper  and 
destroying  all  insects  found  behind  the  paper  and  in  crevices  in  the 
walls  ; easing  skirting-boards,  picture-rails,  door  and  window 
frames,  etc.,  and  s^'ringing  behind  them  or  in  holes  or  cracks, 
with  Zaldecide  fumigant  supplied  by  Messrs.  Newton,  Chambers 
& Co.,  Ltd. 

3.  — The  furniture,  bedding,  etc.,  of  tenants  removed  to  Council 
houses  are  thoroughly  examined  and  spra^^ed  with  Zaldecide  before 
removal. 

Number  of  removal  cases  in  1938  = 26. 

4.  — The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  cases  of  removal  to  Council  Houses  and  by  the  owners 
or  occupiers  in  other  houses,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Council’s 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

5.  — All  tenants  are  warned  to  take  ever^^  precaution  to  prevent 
infestation  of  their  houses. 


Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Schools  in  the 
district  continue  satisfactory. 

The  Headmasters  and  Headmistresses  are  informed  of  all  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  notified  among  school  children  in  their 
schools,  and  information  of  the  cases  is  also  forwarded  to  the  Coun- 
ty Medical  Officer,  who  is  also  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  a,  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and  HousingActs)229 
h,  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 272 

(2)  a,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  50 

h,  Number  of  inspectioms  made  for  the  purpose  . . 62 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . 37 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  ref- 

erred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habit- 
ation . . . . . . . . . . 13 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  . . . . . . 72 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year, 

{a)  Proceedings  under  sections  g,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

I,  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . None. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices. — 

a,  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . None. 

b,  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . None. 

(6)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

I,  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . 93 

. 2,  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 
{a)  By  owners  ' . . . . . . . . 7 

{b)  B}'  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . None. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

1,  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . 10 

2,  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . 24 

[d]  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

1,  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  . . 3 

2,  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . None. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

{a)  I,  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  \'ear  35 

2,  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . . . . 38 

3,  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . . . 214 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(c)  I,  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

2,  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . 77 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  None. 
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{e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  upon 
which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desir- 
able to  report. 

Th('  new  Council  houses  at  Fronfawr  occupied  between  May  and 
July,  1938,  although  intended  for  Slum  Clearance  purposes  also 
abated  eight  cases  of  overcrowding,  some  of  them  serious  cases. 
The  tenants  of  seven  of  the  eight  cases  abated  now  occupy  four- 
bedroom  houses. 

Six  new  four-bedroom  houses  for  abatement  of  overcrowding 
were  in  course  of  erection  at  Fronfawr  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Other  Housing  Remarks 

The  Demolition  Orders  made  were  in  respect  of — Bungalow 
Ffynnon  Ddwr,  Manod  ; Old  Tanyclogwyn  Cottage  ; i to  6 Old 
Trefeini,  and  i and  2 Penlan,  Llan. 

The  Closing  Orders  made  were  in  respect  of — Cellars  12  and  14 
Glynllifon  Street,  and  the  Two  rooms  at  back  of  Shop  at  Aled  Cafe, 
Manod  Road. 

A Demolition  Order  was  also  made  re  Brynawel,  New  Street,  but 
an  Undertaking  under  Section  ii  (3)  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  before  the  Order  beca«ne  operative. 

Other  Undertakings  under  this  section  were  accepted  by  the 
Council. 

The  houses  demolished  under  Demolition  Orders  were — 2 and  3 
Doppog,  Tanygrisiau  ; 3 to  10  Old  Talwaenydd  ; Bungalow 

Ffynnon  Ddwr  ; ii  to  20  Dolgarregddu,  and  7,  8 and  9 Groesffordd 
Glanypwll.  One  house  at  Old  Plasisa  has  also  been  demolished 
voluntarily  by  the  owner  for  the  purpose  of  building  a new  house 
on  the  site. 

New  Council  Houses. 

The  26  new  houses  commenced  at  Fronfawr  in  1937 — 18  three- 
bedroom,  and  8 four-bedroom  houses— were  completed  and  oc- 
cupied in  1938. 

Tenders  were  invited  early  in  1938  for  the  erection  of  twelve 
more  three-bedroom  houses  at  Fronfawr  for  the  purpose  of  Slum 
Clearance,  and  six  four-bedroom  houses  for  overcrowding  purposes. 
The  tender  of  Messrs.  William  Jones  & Son,  Maelgwyn,  Parry  Road 
Llanrwst,  was  accepted, — the  twelve  three-bedroom  houses  for 
£5166  o o,  and  the  six  four-bedroom  houses  for  £2619  o o.  The 
three-bedroom  houses  were  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
and  the  four  bedroom  houses  were  in  hand. 

New  Buildings 

Thirty  plans  of  new  Buildings  were  submitted  for  approval 
during  the  year.  These  include  plans  for  8 new  houses,  3 new 
shops,  etc.,  6 back  kitchens  and  8 garages.  The  three  new  houses 
at  Haulfryn,  the  two  new  houses  at  W^mne  Road  (now'  known  as 
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Glasgocd  and  Bryn  Glas),  and  the  Bungalow  behind  Bowydd 
Chapel,  and  which  were  in  course  of  erection  end  of  1937,  were 
completed  and  occupied  in  1938.  A new  house  and  garage  were 
built  for  Mr.  J.  Gwynne  Hughes  at  Manod,  on  land  between  Tan- 
rhos  and  Bronffynnon.  A new  house  was  built  and  occupied  at 
Glandwr  (No.  10)  for  Mr.  Elias  Jones.  The  house  known  as  Llys 
Meddyg,  High  Street,  was  converted  into  a Flat,  Offices  and 
Caretaker’s  house  during  the  year. 

The  following  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of 
1938 — New  Bungalow  at  back  of  Oxford  Street  ; conversion  of  old 
Caeglas  Chapel,  Manod,  into  a dwelling-house  ; and  a new  house  at 
Old  Plasisaf. 

Alterations  and  additions  to  dwelling-houses  were  made  at 
Penybont,  Tanygrisiau,  for  Mr.  Robert  Jones  ; at  20  Park  Square, 
for  Mr.  Robert  Jones  ; and  at  i Haulfryn  Terrace,  for  Mr.  Elias 
Jones. 

New  Motor  Garages  were  made  at — back  of  Mostyn  House, 
Wynne  Road,  for  Mr.  John  Morris  ; at  Glandwr  for  Mr.  Elias  Jones; 
at  Bethesda  Chapel,  for  Trustees  ; at  Wyncot,  Wynne  Road,  for 
Mr.  Henry  Hughes  ; at  Tanyrallt,  for  Mr.  Thomas  Williams  ; at 
field  back  of  164  and  165  Manod  Road,  for  Mr.  Robert  Jones  ; at 
Mafeking  Stores,  for  Mr.  Robert  Tucker  ; at  back  of  Hygarth 
Villa,  for  Mr.  R.  J.  Daniels. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

{a)  Milk  Supply. 

No  new  cases  of  registration  of  Producers  or  Retail  Purveyors  of 
Milk  were  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year.  Four  Producer- 
Retailers  were  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year,  and  one 
discontinued  selling  milk  but  remains  on  the  Register  as  a Producer 
only. 

The  number  on  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1938,  was— 


Producers  only  . . 5 

Retail  Purveyors  only  . . 9 

Producer-retailers  . . 21 

Total  . . 35 


Sixty-nine  Visits  were  made  to  the  various  dairies,  cowsheds  and 
milk-shops  during  the  year. 

Twenty  samples  of  milk  for  T.B.  examination  were  taken  for  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 

Four  Milk  Dealers  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  and  their  licences 
were  renewed. 

{b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  meat  and  other  shops  selling  foodstuffs 
during  the  year,  and  regular  visits  are  made  to  the  slaughter-houses 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

'(Numb 

er  not 

known 

) 

slumber  inspected 

Records  kept  part  of  year  only) 

10 

4 

I 

54 

18 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

{ 

None 

) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

( 

None 

) 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  orly — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

( 

None 

) 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

{ 

None 

) 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . . 

J 

There  is  no  Meat  Marking  Scheme  in  force  in  the  district  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924. 

(c)  Adulteration,  &c.  \ No  special  action  taken  during 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  I the  year  apart  from  the  sam- 

Examination  of  Food  jples  of  milk  taken  for  T.B. 

(e)  Nutrition.  J examination. 

(f)  Shell-fish  (Molluscan)  There  are  no  Shell-fish  Beds  in  the 
district. 
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FACTORIES 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  (including  Inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises 

I 

Number  of 

Inspections 

2 

Written 
Notices . 
3 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

4 

Factories  with  Mech. Power 

6 

Factories  without  ditto 
Other  Premises 
(Other  than  Outworkers’  do.) 

32 

3 

None 

Total  . . . . i 

38 

3 

None 

2. — Defects  found. 


Particulars. 

I 

Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  Pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

5 

Found 

2 

Rem- 

edied 

3 

Ref. to 
H.M. 
Insp. 

4 

^^’ant  of  cleanliness  . . 
Want  of  ventilation  . . 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  floors 
Other  Nuisances 
Sanitary  accommodation — 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  se.xes 

3 

3 

None 

None 

Total 

3 

3 

None 

None 

The  Factory  Act  1937  came  into  force  on  ist  July,  1938. 
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Rainfall  in  1938  at  Morwynion  Lake 

Taken  at  9 a.ni.  daily.  Diameter  of  funnel,  4 inches. 

Above  Ground,  10  ft.  Above  Sea  Level,  1320  ft. 


MONTH 

1 

Total 

Depth. 

Greates 
24  h 

t fall  in 
ours 

Number 

wi 

.01  ins. 
or 

more. 

of  days 
th 

.04  ins. 
or 

more. 

January 

Inches 

10.72 

Inches 

1.30 

Date. 

28 

25 

25 

Eebruarv 

4.28 

1. 12 

10 

14 

12 

March 

7-13 

1-55 

25 

22 

17 

April 

1. 21 

.38 

3 

9 

6 

Ma}^ 

5.06 

•95 

16 

17 

16 

June  .. 

9.27 

1-93 

2 

22 

22 

July 

8.62 

1.56 

II 

26 

23 

August 

3-77 

•79 

19 

19 

13 

September 

2.12 

•38 

18 

19 

12 

October 

10.15 

1.63 

4 

27 

26 

November 

8.74 

1. 10 

13 

28 

24 

December 

4.94 

•85 

5 

22 

1 

19 

Total 

76.01 

250 

215 

Rainfall  in  1938  at  Bethesda  Cemetery 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  daily.  Diameter  of  funnel,  5 inches. 

Above  Ground,  9ft.  Above  Sea  Level,  750  ft. 


January 

Inches 
1 10-43 

Inches 

1.27 

Date 

28 

24 

23 

February 

3.28 

•79 

10 

14 

II 

March 

3.68 

1.60 

25 

21 

II 

April 

1.20 

.62 

3 

6 

4 

May 

4.01 

.1.11 

16 

14 

13 

June 

7.86 

1. 41 

27 

17 

16 

July 

8.16 

1. 16 

II 

24 

20 

August 

4-70 

1.30 

19 

17 

14 

September 

1.59 

•23 

6 

18 

10 

October 

10.80 

2.02 

13 

26 

23 

November 

7.48 

.89 

I 

28 

25 

December  ..' 

1 

5-52 

. 1-34 

5 

70 
— — 

16 

'I'otal 

70.71 

231 

186 

The  above  two  tables  of  rainfall  were  supplied  by  K.  L.  E\-ans 
Es(].,  the  U.D.C.  Euftineer  and  Surveyor. 
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The  Oakeley  Slate  Quarries.  Rainfall  in  1938. 


MONTH 

Total 

Depth. 

1 

Greatest  fall  in  | 
24  hours  j 

1 

Number  of  days 
with 

.01  ins.  1 .04  ins. 

or  1 or 

more.  | more. 

January 

Inches 
1 15-71 

Inches 

1.78 

Date 

20 

25 

^3 

February 

1 5-7^"* 

1-37 

9 

14 

^4 

March 

7-18 

1.40 

15  24 

19 

16 

April 

1 1.03 

•57 

2 

4 

4 

May 

1 6.02 

1. 12 

15 

16 

15 

June 

12.09 

3-14 

26 

19 

19 

July 

11.32 

1.67 

29 

21 

19 

August 

6.55 

1.80 

18 

15 

14 

September 

4.16 

1. 18 

30 

19 

18 

October 

' 20.63 

3.80 

12 

24 

23 

November 

10.41 

1-3^ 

12 

27 

18 

25 

December 

g.26 

2.21 

4 

18 

Total 

no. 14 

1 

221 

208 

The  above  supplied  by  J.  Lloyd  Humphreys,  Esq.,  Manager 


Oakeley  Quarries. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1938 


Disease 

Total  cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria  . . 

5 

I 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever  (includ- 
ing paratyphoid)  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever 

I 

I 

I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I 

I 

I 

Pneumonia . . 

10 

4 

9 

Other  diseases  gener- 
ally notifiable — 
Er3’sipelas  . . 

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  diseases  notifi- 
abel  locally 

Nil 

V 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . . 22  7 II 

Cancer 

No  special  facilities  are  available  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  Cancer. 

Prevention  of  Blindness 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  or  for  the  treatment  of  pre- 
sons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 

Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


New  Cases 

Deaths. 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M . 

F 

M 

F 

5 

2 

I 

2 

15 

2 

5 

I 

2 

25 

4 

3 

I 

35 

3 

I 

I 

45 

2 

55 

4 

I 

I 

I 

65 

and  over 

2 

I 

I 

3 

I 

Total  . . 

19 

II 

3 

I 

6 

4 

I 

19 


Tlio  ratio  of  non-notified  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths— N’il. 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  satisfactory  in  the  area. 

No  action  was  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

Thirty  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  four  new  cases 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1938,  which  is 
12  m're  than  in  1937. 

Si.x  men  and  Five  Women  died  from  Tuberculosis  during  1938, 
which  is  Eight  less  than  in  1937. 

Tuberculosis  patients  are  reluctant  to  enter  Sanatoria  for 
Institutional  treatment,  thus  increasing  the  risk  of  infecting  others. 

Fibroid  phthisis  is  prevalent  among  Quarrymen,  and  slate  dust 
predisposes  the  Quarrymen  to  Pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  unhealthy  conditions  prevailing  underground  ip  some  of  the 
Quarries  render  the  men  more  liable  to  tuberculosis  infection. 

Since  the  new  Clinic  (King  Edward  VII.  Memorial  Association) 
was  opened  a few  years  ago,  it  has  been  proved  that  Silicosis  is 
prevalent  amongst  slate  quarrymen  ; more  especially  among 
underground  workers. 

GENERAL 

Four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  no 
deaths  occurred  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

Five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  but  no 
deaths  occurred  from  Diphtheria. 

Ten  cases  of  Pneumonia-  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  nine 
deaths  occurred  from  Pneumonia. 

One  case  of  Erysipelas  was  notified  during  the  year,  but  no 
deaths  occurred  from  Erysipelas. 

Five  men  and  thirteen  women  died  of  Cancer  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  Hospital  accommodation  for  Notifiable  Infectious 
diseases.  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  in  the  area. 

A supply  of  Anti-Diphtheria  Serum  is  always  kept  by  the  M.O.H. 
for  use  of  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area. 

The  County  Council  arranges  to  have  swabs  from  the  throats  of 
children  who  had  Diphtheria  and  contacts  to  them,  examined  at  a 
Laboratory. 

Apart  from  the  arrangements  made  for  the  examination  of 
throat  swabs,  the  local  authority  do  not  provide  for  the  examin- 
ation of  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens. 

No  use  was  made  of  the  Schick  test  for  Diphtheria,  or  the  Dick 
Test  for  Scarlet  Fever,  or  the  artificial  methods  of  immunization 
against  these  diseases. 

No  primary  or  re-vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  M.O.H. 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  preventions)  Regulations, 1917. 

There  were  no  cases  of  locally  contracted  Anthrax  or  Rabies 
reported. 
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